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The study conducted in 2022

economic costs.

NISER study blows lid 0 city’s waste dlsposal practices

@ Bhubaneswar

A study by researchers of Na-
tional Institute of Science Edu-
cation and Research (NISER)
has blown the lid off the rea-
sons why Bhubaneswar, that
had topped the smart city chal-
lenge in 2016, never figured in
the top-10 cleanest cities of the
country.

As per the study, while around
20 per cent of the city’s respond-
ents admitted to have thrown
waste in the open, 14 per cent
burnt their waste, only two per
cent recycled their waste and
one per cent composted it. The
method of waste disposal also
varied as 57 per cent of the city
respondents gave their waste to
the civic body and seven per
cent kept it in dustbins outside
their homes.
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also found that the citizens were
not cooperating with governing
bodies negatively impacting ur-
ban governance. “This 1s evi-
dent through poor segregation,
littering behaviour and inade-
quate waste management In
Bhubaneswar denoting politi-
cal ecological relationship,”
said associate professor of NIS-
ER Pranay Kumar Swain.
While average waste genera-
tion by about 75 per cent of the
respondents was up to 5 kg, 22
per cent had an average of six
to 10 kg of waste generation per
day and only one per cent of the
households had more than 15 kg
of waste generation. The re-
maining four per cent of the re-
spondents were unaware of the
quantity of waste their house-
holds generate. There is no sin-
gle cause of waste-related 1s-
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sues in the city. Both humans
and animals give rise to multi-
ple social factors of poor waste
management through their so-
cial actions leading to major
environmental and societal is-
sues such as urban flood, envi-
ronmental pollution, social in-
equality, and injustice.
Around 55 per cent had to
face the problem of disease
transmission and infection due
to unsafe waste disposal in
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their neighbouring areas. The
unpleasant environment was
the second most important is-
sue faced by 13 per cent
respondents.

The unscientific and improp-
er waste management, Swain
said, put further pressure on
the ecosystem of the city as the
waste accumulated day by day
adversely affected the health
of humans and animals, lead-
ing to substantial social and

The study also showed a hi-
erarchical and conflicting rela-
tionship among the city dwell-
ers, tenants, and social groups
belonging to lower socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds, making
the solid waste management is-
sues inseparable from caste,
class, gender, and social
segregation.

“The patriarchal practices in
household waste management
is evident as only women shoul-
der the burden of segregating
and managing waste. Even
state authorities motivate
women to segregate and par-
ticipate in cleanliness drives
organised by them. There is a
latent conflict between higher
and lower-class city dwellers as
they both blame each other for
littering,” the study report
stated.
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